《Edward’s Family Bible New Testament Notes – 2 Corinthians》(Justin Edward)
Commentator
The work is intended for laymen of its day to understand the Bible, with brief notes, comments, definitions and cross references - a poor man's study Bible.

The Family Bible "with brief notes and instruction [and cross references], designed to give the results of critical investigation, and to assist the Reader to understand the meaning of the Holy Spirit in the inspired word" was first published in 3 volumes in 1851 by the American Tract Society. The comments follow the Authorized Version/KJV.

This Bible was designed "to assist common readers to understand the meaning of the Holy Spirit in the Bible." Marginal references were from the English Polyglot Bible. Massachusetts Clergyman and social reformer (he was active in the Temperance and Sabbath Movements as well as the American Tract Society, Rev. Justin Edwards (1787-1853) wrote the notes and instructions for the Bible. The marginal Scripture references from the Polyglot Bible were included.

From the 'Preface'

"The object of the NOTES in this Family Bible is to assist common readers to understand the teaching of the Holy Spirit in the revealed word, by giving, in the plainest and briefest manner, the results of sound, judicious critical and prayerful investigation.

Some of the INSTRUCTIONS suggested by each chapter, are added in the hope of inducing all who read the Bible to form the habit of drawing from it such practical instructions as will tend most to their growth in knowledge and in grace, and to furnish them thoroughly for every good work.

The endeavor rightly to apprehend and rightly to express the meaning of the Holy Ghost in the passages examined, has been delightful; and it is hoped that, through the divine blessing, great and lasting benefits will result to many." 

01 Chapter 1 

Verse 4
The afflictions and consolations of faithful ministers are designed to prepare them for giving instruction and comfort to the afflicted. 

Verse 5
The sufferings of Christ; sufferings like those of Christ, or endured in Christ’s cause. All Christ’s disciples, each in his own measure, must first suffer with Christ, that they may afterwards be partakers of his glory. Romans 8:17; 2 Timothy 2:12. 

Verse 6
It is for your consolation and salvation; our affliction is endured in behalf of you, as of all the churches, and redounds to your comfort and salvation. 

Which is effectual; which salvation of yours-including also the consolation accompanying it-is effectual; that is, active and efficacious. It has a vigorous life and growth in your souls, and exerts its power in them more and more. 

In the enduring-we also suffer; no while you simply look on and see us suffer in your behalf, but while you share with us the same sufferings. 

Verse 7
The consolation; which Christ gives to those who suffer for his sake. Great sufferings are usually accompanied by great consolations, and increase both our present and our eternal good. 

Verse 8
Pressed out of measure; exceedingly distressed. 

Verse 9
Sentence of death; were cut off from all human means of help, and doomed apparently to immediate death. 

Verse 10
From so great a death; of the particular kind of death to which the apostle was exposed we have no certain knowledge. We only know from the present verse that it was very terrible. 

Verse 11
The gift; the deliverance just referred to. 

By the means of many persons; by means of their intercessory prayers for the apostle and his helpers, which God heard and answered. 

By many; the many who have prayed for the gift. As Christians may by prayer greatly assist absent friends and bring an increased revenue of glory to God, they should pray with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watch thereunto with all perseverance. Ephesians 6:18. 

Verse 12
In simplicity; with a single view to the glory of God and the good of men. 

Fleshly wisdom; worldly, selfish, underhanded policy. 

Had our conversation; conducted ourselves in all things; according to the old meaning of the word conversation, that is, deportment, manner of life. 

To you-ward; in whose case there has been especial occasion for circumspection. 

Verse 13
Than what ye read; the opponents of Paul in Corinth had probably accused him of insincerity in his former epistle. He assures them that he has no hidden end, but that what they read is precisely what he means. 

Or acknowledge; that is, recognize and know to be true from your own personal acquaintance with me: as much as to say, What I write agrees with what you already know of me. 

Shall acknowledge even to the end; by finding me to be a person who does not change. 

Verse 14
In part; he makes this limitation because there were some in Corinth who did not acknowledge his worth and authority as an apostle of Jesus Christ. 

Verse 15
In this confidence; that we are your rejoicing, and ye ours, as verse 2 Corinthians 1:14. 

To come unto you before; before visiting Macedonia, whence he wrote to them this letter; namely, by calling on the Corinthians on his was thither, verse 2 Corinthians 1:16. 

A second benefit; the words probably mean, the benefit of a second visit from me when I should return to you from Macedonia, as stated in the following verse. 

Verse 17
Use lightness; was he fickleminded, as some charged him, because he did not fulfill his purpose of visiting them on his way to Macedonia? According to the flesh; as insincere, selfish, and worldly men do, changing their plans and promises to suit their own convenience. 

Verse 18
Our word; or, as the margin, our preaching; for the apostle adduces the steadfastness and consistency of his preaching as the great proof of his general steadfastness. 

Was not yea and nay; was not now yes, and now no. Like Christ, its author, it was not a changeable, but a steadfast doctrine. We may, for good reasons, change our intentions and plans; but all men, especially ministers of the gospel, should be on their guard against every thing like fickleness of purpose or worldly policy. 

Verse 19
Silvanus; the same as Silas, Acts 15:22. 

In him was yea; all the promises made in him were only yea-steadfast and sure, as is asserted in the following verse. It is implied that Paul, the preacher of such a Saviour, was steadfast also. 

Verse 20
By us; through our preaching. 

Verse 21
Hath anointed us; us Christians, by his Holy Spirit. 1 John 2:20; 1 John 2:27. 

Verse 22
Sealed us; marked as his own. The agent of this sealing is the Holy Spirit, as immediately stated. 

The earnest of the Spirit in our hearts; the Holy Spirit dwelling in our hearts, and giving us a foretaste of the joys of heaven, which is the pledge of our full introduction to them. The possession and exercise of the graces of the Spirit are sure evidences of regeneration, and pledges of eternal life. 

Verse 23
I call God; to witness the truth of what he said. 

To spare you; to save them from that painful discipline which he might have found necessary, had he visited them in their disorderly state. 

Verse 24
Not for that we have dominion over your faith; as much as to say, Do not understand the words I have just written as meaning that we set ourselves up to be lords over your faith, and delight to exercise severity towards you. He intimates that he would not exercise apostolical and inspired authority in punishing their offences, if he could consistently avoid it; but would seek to promote their joy in leading them, by kind persuasion, to correct their errors and return to their duty. 

By faith ye stand; as much as to say, not by our exercising dominion over you, but by your own free faith in Christ. 

02 Chapter 2 
Verse 1
In heaviness; in grief and sorrow, as he must have done, had he visited Corinth before the disorders in the church to which he referred in his first epistle had been removed. 

Verse 2
If I make you sorry; a delicate way of saying that he has the strongest motives not to grieve any one of them, if he can possibly avoid it; since it is from the very person grieved that he looks for his comfort. Compare chap 2 Corinthians 1:14. 

Verse 3
I wrote this same; the admonitions contained in his first epistle. 

Verse 4
Faithful ministers of the gospel are often made sorrowful by those who ought to give them joy; and the efforts which most grieve or offend some of their people, may spring from sincere love to them, and a most earnest desire for their good. 

Verse 5
He; the person referred to in 1 Corinthians 5:1. 

But in part; he had not grieved Paul only, but the sound part of the church also. 

Not overcharge you all; not speak as if all were guilty, or equally so. 

Verse 6
Such a man; the offender referred to, who had, by the discipline of the church, been brought to repentance. 

This punishment; his excommunication, according to Paul’s direction, 1 Corinthians 5:4-5; which was to be effected, not by Peter or Paul, but by the authority of the church. 

Verse 7
Contrariwise; instead of continuing his exclusion from the church, they ought now to restore him. 

Verse 8
Confirm your love toward him; by receiving him again into the church. The objects of church discipline are the repentance of offenders and the honor of religion. Whenever these are accomplished, offenders should be forgiven, and such as have been excommunicated should be received again to Christian communion. 

Verse 9
To this end-did I write; his object in his first epistle was to induce them, by disciplining this man, to give evidence of their disposition to do right. 

Verse 10
For if I forgave-forgave I it; or, For if I have forgiven any thing, to whomsoever I have forgiven it, it is for your sakes. As the punishment had in view their profit, not the gratification of his own private feelings, so also the forgiveness. 

In the person of Christ; acting as an inspired apostle for Christ and under his direction. 

Verse 11
Lest Satan should get an advantage of us; by leading them to be needlessly severe, to the injury of the offender and of religion. 

His devices; in tempting men to sinful extremes. Satan is an artful and malignant spirit, and has many devices for injuring the cause of Christ and ruining the souls of men. Persons who disbelieve his existence, who do not oppose his influence, or are ignorant of his devices, are not qualified to discharge the duties of ministers of Christ. 

Verse 12
Troas; a city on the way from Ephesus to Macedonia, where Paul expected to meet Titus and learn from him the effect of his first epistle. But in this he was disappointed. He therefore left Troas and went into Macedonia, where he met Titus, and learned the happy issue of things at Corinth. This caused him to break forth in thanksgiving to God for the success which had attended his labors. Verse 2 Corinthians 2:14. 

Verse 14
The savor of his knowledge; the sweet savor of the knowledge of Christ. 

Verse 15
A sweet savor of Christ; what he has said of the knowledge of Christ he now applies to those who preach Christ. To God they are a sweet savor of the knowledge of Christ; for both the message itself, and they who from love towards Christ and their fellow-men publish it, are most precious in God’s sight, and that whether men receive Christ or reject him. 

Verse 16
The savor of death unto death; a deadly savor, having death for its result; because, by rejecting the gospel, they turn that which was intended for their life into an occasion of death. 

The savor of life unto life; a life-giving savor, having life for its result. 

These things; the duties, responsibilities, and labors of such a solemn office. The faithful labors of preachers of the gospel are highly pleasing to the Lord, however they may be regarded by their people, and whatever may be their effects. But as those effects are momentous and eternal, and depend much on the character and conduct of ministers, their responsibilities are great, and they should earnestly seek wisdom from above to direct them in the discharge of their duties. 

Verse 17
Corrupt the word of God; adulterate it by a mixture of human additions, thus destroying its efficacy. 

03 Chapter 3 
Verse 1
Again; probably with reference to a charge of self-commendation against his former epistle. 

To commend ourselves; in what we have said of the dignity of our office, our purity in the discharge of it, and the triumphs in it which God awards to us, chap 2 Corinthians 2:14-17. The reader should notice in this epistle the abundant use of the plural number, where the apostle means chiefly himself, but prefers to speak in the name of his fellow-laborers also. 

Verse 2
Ye are our epistle; his letter of commendation, which all could read. He says here, "written in our hearts," because he wishes thus to express the place which the Corinthian converts have in his affections. In the next verse he represents the epistle as written, by his ministration, on the hearts of the Corinthians, because it is there that the gospel has exerted its power. Such changes of figure are very common with Paul. 

Verse 3
Ministered by us; written by our ministration, as his instruments. 

Not in tables of stone; as a mere outward law is. The allusion is to the ten commandments written on tables of stone. 

Fleshly tables of the heart; compare Jeremiah 31:33; Ezekiel 11:19; Ezekiel 36:26. When ministers of the gospel are instrumental in converting men from sin to holiness, it is proof that the Spirit of God accompanies their labors; and though they are the means, he is the author of their success, and to him belongs the glory. 

Verse 4
Such trust have we; in regard to the success of our ministry, as just stated. 

Through Christ; not through our own power. 

To God-ward; in regard to God. In these words the apostle represents himself as always acting with reference to God’s glory, and putting all his trust in him. 

Verse 5
To think any thing; aright, or which would insure success. 

Verse 6
Hath made us able ministers; hath given us sufficiency to be ministers, as the original means. 

The new testament; the new covenant of the gospel, revealing the way of salvation through Jesus Christ. 

Not of the letter; not of the outward form merely, but of the design, end, and spiritual meaning, the right apprehension and cordial reception of which is, through the grace of God, life-giving, while dependence upon the letter or outward form merely is ruinous to the soul. To rely for salvation on the possession of the Scriptures, on the stated reading of them, or on any outward forms and privileges, is destructive; while the right understanding of the Scriptures, and spiritual obedience to their true meaning, are saving to the soul. 

Verse 7
The ministration of death; of the Mosaic law, which "worketh wrath," and brings death instead of life to sinners. Romans 4:15; Romans 7:10. 

Written and engraven in stones; the ten commandments thus written here represent the whole Mosaic economy. 

Was glorious; in the circumstances of its institution, and in the objects it was designed to accomplish. Of this glory the splendor of Moses’ countenance was the divinely appointed symbol. The apostle therefore puts the latter for the former. 

Could not steadfastly behold the face of Moses; Exodus 34:29-35. The glory of Moses’ countenance represented that of the dispensation of which he was the mediator; the veiling of his face, the obscurity which God threw over it, in consideration of the inability of his covenant people to behold directly the true spiritual end which this temporary dispensation had in view. 

Verse 8
The ministration of the spirit; of the gospel, which is a spiritual dispensation, administered by the Holy Spirit, and giving life to the soul, instead of death. The chief reason why the Christian dispensation excels in glory is, that under it the Spirit is given with a fulness and power unknown before. 

Verse 9
Righteousness; here the righteousness which God gives through faith in Christ, bringing to the soul justification instead of condemnation. 

Verse 10
Had no glory; ceased to appear as glorious. 

In this respect; in comparing its glory with the greater glory of the gospel. 

Verse 11
That which is done away; the Mosaic dispensation. 

That which remaineth; the gospel dispensation. 

Is glorious; as accomplishing a more glorious work, and to continue with increasing power to the end of time. 

Verse 12
Seeing then that we have such hope; of the glorious results to be accomplished by the Spirit through the gospel. 

Great plainness of speech; not veiling what we teach under obscure types and symbols, as did the law of Moses, but declaring boldly, clearly, and freely the doctrines and duties of religion. Living faith in the gospel inspires those who preach it with glorious hopes, and leads them to preach so plainly and with such earnest, affectionate boldness, that all who are disposed may understand them, and be made wise unto salvation. 

Verse 13
Not as Moses, which put a veil over his face; our message is not in any measure concealed, as was the face of Moses, in token of the darkness of that dispensation. 

Could not steadfastly look to the end of that which is abolished; not clearly understand the meaning and design of the ceremonies and types of the Mosaic dispensation, which was appointed to pass away. 

Verse 14
But their minds were blinded; not only did God place a veil on the dispensation, but there was a veil on their minds also-that of unbelief and hardness of heart. In this natural and easy way does the veil on Moses’ face lead the apostle to speak of the veil on the minds of the covenant people. 

The same veil; the same blindness as to the meaning of the Old Testament scriptures. 

Which veil is done away in Christ; the obscurity of the Old Testament prophecies, types, and figures, is removed by their fulfilment in Christ. But as the hearts of the Jews are still opposed to him, and their minds blinded, they do not see this fulfilment. 

Verse 16
It; the heart of the Jewish people. 

Turn to the Lord; embrace Jesus Christ as the Messiah. 

The veil shall be taken away; they shall understand the meaning of the Old Testament scriptures, and see their application to Christ. The reason why the Jews misunderstand the Old Testament and reject the New, is their hardness of heart and blindness of mind. These, with regard to many, the Holy Ghost at some future day will remove. Then they will see that Jesus is their long promised Messiah, and will embrace him as their hope of glory. 

Verse 17
The Lord; the Lord Jesus. 

Is that Spirit; more literally, is the spirit; the spirit in contrast with the letter, verse 2 Corinthians 3:6. The Old Testament types, figures, and prophecies, taken without him, are the letter which killeth. But in him they are the spirit which giveth life. 

The Spirit of the Lord; the Spirit of the Lord Jesus, which need not be here distinguished from the Holy Spirit, since it is through him that Christ works in our hearts. 

Liberty; from bondage to the letter. Such liberty includes free access to God and communion with him. 

Verse 18
With open face; literally, with unveiled face, the veil having been, to us, taken away in Christ. 

The glory of the Lord; the Lord Jesus. 

From glory to glory; from one degree of glory to another. 

By the Spirit of the Lord; or, as the margin, by the Lord the Spirit; that is, by the Lord Jesus, who is the Spirit, 2 Corinthians 3:17. Both renderings come to the same thing; since it is by the Holy Spirit that the Lord Jesus transforms us into his own image. 

04 Chapter 4 
Verse 1
As we have received mercy; the apostle has special reference to the mercy of God in calling him from being a blasphemer of Christ to be his apostle, 1 Timothy 1:12-13. The glorious prospects which the gospel opens to faithful ministers, and all true Christians, animate them to press onward in the path of duty with increasing zeal and fidelity to the end. 

Verse 2
The hidden things of dishonesty; literally, as the margin, the hidden things of shame; shameful deeds which men practise secretly, because they are ashamed to have them known. The words immediately following show that he refers to the base arts of the false teachers who sought to supplant him in the favor of the Corinthians. 

Not walking in craftiness; as preachers of the gospel, not resorting to low and base arts to gain popularity. 

Handling the word of God deceitfully; corrupting it by a mixture of human inventions to make it more platable to worldly men. 

Commending ourselves; preaching as in the presence of God, and in such a manner as every enlightened conscience must approve. 

Verse 3
If our gospel be hid; literally, veiled, in allusion to the veil in the hearts of the unbelieving Jews; that is, so hid that men do not see its glory. All such are still in their lost condition, unenlightened by the Holy Ghost. 

Verse 4
The god of this world; Satan, under whose influence are all unbelievers. 

Lest the light-should shine; so shine that, by believing in Christ, they should see his glory and be made like him. Satan makes great efforts to hinder men from hearing and believing the gospel, lest its light should so shine into their minds as to be the means of their conversion and salvation. 

Verse 5
Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your servants; more literally, Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your servants. 

Verse 6
Commanded the light; Genesis 1:3. 

In the face of Jesus Christ; as he is revealed in the gospel. 

Verse 7
This treasure; this knowledge of Christ, and of the gospel which they were to publish. 

Earthen vessels; feeble, frail, dying men. 

The excellency of the power; that it may be seen that the power which gives success is of God. The character and condition of ministers of the gospel have always been such as to show that their success was of God; and the fact that Christianity has lived and triumphed, notwithstanding their weakness and unworthiness, is a standing demonstration of its divine origin. 

Verse 8
Not distressed; so as to be overcome or disabled for their duties. 

Perplexed; as to what course to take. 

Not in despair; not left utterly at a loss what to do, as those forsaken of God. 

Verse 9
Persecuted; by men. 

Not forsaken; of God. 

Not destroyed; able to rise again and renew the conflict. 

Verse 10
Always bearing about; wherever we go. 

The dying of the Lord Jesus; the violent putting to death of the Lord Jesus; in other words, always exposed, like him, to a violent death at the hand of the wicked, with all the sufferings connected with such an exposure. See next verse. 

The life also of Jesus; a life conformed to that of Jesus. We are to understand the life of Jesus in the widest sense, so far as he was a man. It is a life devoted to God, sustained by God, and which will be finally made triumphant in a glorious resurrection over all evil. 

Might be made manifest; might be clearly exhibited to men. 

Verse 11
For we which live; who yet live in mortal bodies. 

In our mortal flesh, not merely in our spirits, but in our frail dying bodies also; for these are Christ’s, will be preserved by Christ till our earthly work is done, and be glorified with Christ in the final resurrection. 

Verse 12
Death-in us, but life in you; our labors, which constantly expose us to death, promote your eternal life. He does not deny that life works in himself also; but he wishes to exhibit his sufferings as contributing to their life as Christians: not the life of their souls only, but also that of their bodies, as verse 2 Corinthians 4:14 shows. 

Verse 13
As it is written; Psalms 116:10. 

Believe, and-speak; the truths of the gospel, without being disheartened by any trials to which it exposes us. The moving spring of ministerial fidelity is such confidence in God as causes his declarations to appear true, and gives to unseen realities a commanding influence over their minds. 

Verse 14
Present us with you; spotless and faultless before the throne of his glory, with exceeding and eternal joy. 

Verse 15
All things; the whole of God’s dealings with you. This he says with especial reference to the sufferings and triumphs of God’s ministers, all of whom, not certain favorite leaders, are for their sakes. 

For your sakes; for their salvation and that of others, and thus for the glory of God. 

Verse 16
For which cause; because of the glorious hopes of the gospel and the glorious results of our labors. 

We faint not; under these labors and trials. 

Our outward man; our dying body. 

The inward man; the spiritual life and vigor of our souls. 

Verse 18
The endless glories which await faithful ministers and Christians, and for which their present trials are preparing them, are such that, in comparison, the latter are swallowed up and lost in the eternal greatness of the former. 

05 Chapter 5 

Verse 1
Our earthly house of this tabernacle; our body, considered as a tent in which the soul sojourns. Compare 2 Peter 1:13-14. 

A building of God, a house not made with hands; namely, the resurrection-body. The apostle here passes over the intermediate disembodied state without noticing it. But in verses 2 Corinthians 5:6; 2 Corinthians 5:8, he distinctly mentions it. 

Verse 2
In this; in this our earthly body. 

Clothed upon; with our glorified heavenly body. 

Verse 3
Naked; destitute of a glorified body. 

Verse 4
Unclothed; it is not the unclothing of our soul by death that we desire, but the clothing of it with the glorified body. If it might be the will of God, we should be glad to have mortality swallowed up of life without death, as will be the case with those who are alive at Christ’s coming. 

Verse 5
Wrought us; prepared us for, and led us to expect these heavenly glories. 

Earnest of the Spirit; the joys which he imparts as foretastes of heaven. Every thing good in believers comes from God, and is the fruit of his Spirit. In their greatest trials he is with them, and often gives them joys which are foretastes of heaven. 

Verse 6
Absent from the Lord; from the place of his special abode in heaven. 

Verse 7
Walk by faith; are controlled, not by what we see, but by what we believe. 

Verse 8
Absent from the body; as are the disembodied spirits of the just who rest with Jesus. 

Verse 10
An abiding conviction that each individual will stand at the judgment-seat of Christ, and receive according to the deeds done in the body, is adapted to make men circumspect, and lead them most earnestly to desire and diligently to labor that they may be accepted of him. 

Verse 11
The terror of the Lord; what terrible punishments he will inflict on the wicked. 

We persuade men; to flee from the wrath to come. 

Manifest unto God; he sees our sincerity. 

Are made manifest in your consciences; commend ourselves to your consciences as sincere. 

Verse 12
Commend not ourselves; Paul means that he did not say this to gain their applause. 

Occasion to glory on our behalf; just ground of commending us as true and faithful servants of Christ. 

In appearance, and not in heart; in the outward show of virtues which had no place in their hearts. These were the vain-glorious boasters who opposed and slandered Paul. 

Verse 13
Be beside ourselves; go, as some think, beyond all reasonable bounds in our efforts. 

Whether we be sober; go, as some maintain, to the extreme of caution and prudence. 

For your cause; for the sake of doing you good. 

Verse 14
The love of Christ; his love to sinners constraineth us to love him, and thus labor to induce our fellow-men to love him. 

All dead; in trespasses and sins-dead to all desire to honor God or live to his glory, and dead to all possibility of salvation by their own works, or in any way except through faith in Christ. 

Verse 15
They which live; in consequence of Christ’s dying for them. 

Live-unto him which died for them; seek to honor him, and to induce all others to do the same. As Jesus Christ by dying for all has proved that all are spiritually dead, and as his object in this was, that those who are made spiritually alive should live not unto themselves, but unto him, a disposition to do this is essential to true religion. 

Verse 16
Know we no man; we do not regard men’s outward condition or connections. 

We have known Christ; as a Jew belonging to our nation, and expected great temporal favors from him. But now we regard him as a spiritual Saviour, and labor to induce as many as possible to believe in him. 

Verse 17
In Christ; united to him by faith. 

A new creature; created in Christ Jesus unto good works. Ephesians 2:10; Ephesians 4:24; Colossians 3:10. 

Old things are passed away; former views and feelings with regard to spiritual things are changed. 

Become new; he seeks new ends; has a new rule of action and pursues a new course of conduct; has new joys and new sorrows, new hopes and new fears, new relations and new prospects. 

Verse 18
All things are of God; he is the author of this change and all its blessings. 

Ministry of reconciliation; the treasure spoken of in chap 2 Corinthians 4:7, to be used for the benefit of lost men. 

Verse 19
Not imputing their trespasses; not punishing, but forgiving them. 

The word of reconciliation; the gospel, making known the way, and inviting men to be reconciled to God. 

Verse 20
Ambassadors for Christ; persons appointed to act in his stead. 

Verse 21
To be sin; suffer to make atonement for it. 

Be made the righteousness of God; for Christ’s sake accepted, and treated as righteous, through faith in him. In giving his Son to die for his enemies, and in coming by the gospel through his ministers, and beseeching men to be reconciled to him, God has shown that he is exceedingly desirous of their salvation; and that if any are lost, it will be because they refuse to be reconciled to him. 

06 Chapter 6 

Verse 1
The grace of God; his gracious offer of pardon and salvation through Christ. 

Verse 2
He saith; Isaiah 49:8. 

I have heard thee; the Messiah, to whom the words quoted by Paul are addressed. 

Succored thee; in thy work of man’s salvation. 

Now is the accepted time; the time foretold by the prophet when God, in a preeminent way, would hear and succor his Son in the work of man’s salvation. This made it to all men the day of salvation-the day when God’s grace was given to them in larger measures than ever before. 

Verse 3
Giving no offence; that is, we the apostles giving no offence. 

The ministry; the apostolic ministry committed to us by Christ. 

Verse 4
In much patience; endurance of trials, as the word in the original means. This and the next verse contain an enumeration of the circumstances in which they approved themselves as faithful ministers of God. The office of ministers of the gospel is one of high dignity and honor. They are workers together with God in the accomplishment of his great plan of mercy, and should in all things so conduct as is best suited to promote this end. 

Verse 6
By pureness; of heart and life. In this and the following verse he mentions the spiritual graces and instrumentalities belonging to his ministry. He then passes again to the conditions and character, temporal and spiritual, under which it was exercised, 2 Corinthians 6:8-10. 

By knowledge; of the gospel, which they received from God and communicated to men. 

By the Holy Ghost; whose constant presence qualified them for their work. 

Verse 7
The word of truth; which they proclaimed. 

The power of God; by which he sanctioned and gave efficacy to the truths they uttered. 

By the armor of righteousness; the armor furnished by "the righteousness which is of faith." For a full description of it see Ephesians 6:13-18, which is the best commentary on the present words. 

Verse 8
As deceivers; in the view of our enemies. 

Verse 9
Unknown; especially to the rich, great, and powerful of this world. 

Well known; by the efficacy of our labors. 

Dying; exposed continually to be put to death. 

We live; being upheld in life by the power of God. 

Verse 10
Sorrowful; on account of our conflict with sin and suffering. 

Always rejoicing; in God, and the triumphs of his grace. 

Poor; as to this world. 

Rich; for eternity. 

Nothing; of the wealth of earth. 

All things; that will be truly beneficial on earth and in heaven. Persons united by faith to Christ may have no exclusive right to any thing, and yet be joint-heirs with Christ to all things. They may be destitute of the riches of earth, and yet entitled to all that earth and heaven can afford; dependent for their daily bread, and yet dispensing inexhaustible, ever-satisfying, eternal treasures. 

Verse 11
Our mouth is open; we speak freely from the fulness of our hearts. 

Our heart is enlarged; with love towards you, so that there is room enough in it to take you all in. 

Verse 12
Not straitened in us; there is no want of room in our hearts to receive you. 

Straitened in your own bowels; it is your hearts that are too narrow to receive us. The want of confidence and love is on your side, not ours. 

Verse 13
For a recompense in the same; that you may recompense our largeness of heart towards you, by exercising the same towards us. 

Be ye also enlarged; so as to take us into your hearts with full love and confidence. 

Verse 14
Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers; intimately connected-Christians with heathen; believers in Christ with unbelievers. All such connections as tend to increase wickedness or encourage sin should be carefully avoided, and such a course of life be pursued as most tends to promote holiness in ourselves and our fellow-men. 

Verse 15
Belial; Satan. 

Verse 16
Ye; the company of believers, the church. 

Are the temple of the living God; in which he especially dwells. Ephesians 2:21-22. 

God hath said; Exodus 29:45; Leviticus 26:12; Jeremiah 31:33; Ezekiel 11:20; Ezekiel 36:28; Ezekiel 37:27. 

Verse 17
Come out from among them; do not unite with them, nor encourage or connive at any of their idolatrous or wicked practices. Leviticus 11:44; 1 Peter 1:15-16. 

Verse 18
A Father; friend, saviour, guardian, protector, guide, benefactor, and portion. 

Sons and daughters; like God in temper, and heirs to the eternal glories of his kingdom. 

Almighty; infinitely powerful, able, and willing to do all he has promised. As Jehovah the Almighty God is through grace the Father of his people, and they are heirs to his great and eternal possessions, they have no need to seek alliances with the rich and great of this world. They are children of a King, and are themselves to be kings and priests unto God, and to reign with him for ever. 

07 Chapter 7 

Verse 1
These promises; the promises of God referred to in the last chapter. 

Filthiness of the flesh; excessive sensual indulgences. 

And spirit; as pride, anger, malice, revenge, envy, covetousness. The promises of God to believers, instead of leading them to be careless in sin, excite them to the most earnest desires and strenuous efforts to be delivered from it. No hope is genuine, or will stand in the day of trial, but that which tends to purify the soul even as Christ is pure. 

Verse 2
Receive us; into your hearts, as apostles and ministers of Christ; give us your affectionate confidence and ready obedience. There is here an allusion to the exhortation, "Be ye also enlarged," 2 Corinthians 6:13. 

Verse 3
I speak not this to condemn you; what he has just said, 2 Corinthians 7:2, might seem to the Corinthians to be uttered in a spirit of censure. He wishes them to understand that he cannot speak to them except from the impulse of love. 

Said before; chap 2 Corinthians 6:11-12. 

To die, and live with you; such is his affection for them, that he would gladly be joined with them in life and death. 

Verse 4
My glorying of you; on account of their ready compliance with his directions. 

Verse 5
Fightings; great opposition to the gospel and to him for preaching it. 

Fears; lest his first epistle should not have produced the desired effect. The best ministers may be called to endure great afflictions both from without and within. But God is mindful of their trials; and when their sorrows are the greatest, he is preparing them for the greatest joys. 

Verse 6
The coming of Titus; from Corinth to Macedonia with the news of their compliance with Paul’s directions. 1 Corinthians 5:4-5. 

Verse 7
Earnest desire; the original word, rendered "vehement desire" in verse 2 Corinthians 7:11, seems to denote earnest affection towards the apostle; of course with reference to the matter for which he had reproved them. This would be accompanied with diligence in complying with his wish as to the incestuous person. 

Mourning; for the sins into which they had fallen. 

Fervent mind toward me; zeal in complying with my wishes. 

Verse 8
Though I did repent; this expresses his distress in having been called to write as he did in his first epistle. Chap 2 Corinthians 2:4. 

Verse 9
After a godly manner; according to the will of God. 

Verse 10
Godly sorrow; such as God requires; which grieves for sin because it dishonors God. 

Repentance to salvation; that sorrow for sin which leads a man to forsake it, and look to Christ for salvation. 

Not to be repented of; a change that will never be regretted or renounced. 

Sorrow of the world; that which is supremely selfish, and grieves principally because of the evil which sin occasions to the transgressor. 

Worketh death; tends to undermine health, shorten life, and hurry men to the second death. 

Verse 11
Carefulness; diligence to remove the offence. 

Clearing of yourselves; from fault in this matter. 

Indignation; against the offender, and yourselves for having suffered him. 

Fear; towards God, and me his apostle. 

Vehement desire; affectionate longing towards me, who had been constrained to rebuke you for your sin. 

Zeal; to discipline the offender. 

Revenge; the infliction of just discipline and punishment upon him in your treatment of the matter. 

Clear; by having done your duty, according to the apostle’s directions, 1 Corinthians 5:4-5, etc. The difference between worldly and godly sorrow is, one has supreme respect to the creature, the other to the Creator: one tends to inaction, murmuring, despair, and death; the other to earnest, persevering efforts for deliverance from sin, a dread of repeating it, a readiness to justify God in his threatenings against it, and a hearty reliance on Christ for pardon, sanctification, and eternal life. 

Verse 12
His cause that had done the wrong; not for his only, or chiefly. 

His-that suffered wrong; the father. 1 Corinthians 5:1. 

Care for you; regard for your good. It was no private feeling towards the incestuous person or any one wronged by him that had induced the apostle to rebuke the Corinthian church. He wished rather to manifest his zeal for their purity, and thus bring them to repentance. 

Verse 13
His spirit was refreshed; by your good behavior on the receipt of my first epistle. 

Verse 14
Our boasting; his representation of their general readiness to do their duty. 

Verse 15
With fear and trembling; lest they should not properly treat Titus and his message. 

Verse 16
I have confidence in you; as Christians, that as you learn the will of God you will do it, and thus secure his favor. That repentance of sin which leads to the forsaking of it, and to a prompt, persevering discharge of duty, gives great joy to faithful ministers. And well it may, for it is evidence of true religion and of preparation for eternal life. 

08 Chapter 8 

Verse 1
Do you to wit; cause you to know. 

The grace of God; here the grace of God as manifested in the liberality of the Macedonian churches. 

Verse 2
The abundance of their joy; their spiritual joy in Christ. This abounded unto the riches of their liberality by prompting them to give a richly liberal gift. 

Their deep poverty; this abounded unto the riches of their liberality by making their gift a richer expression of faith and love. Though persecuted and poor, they had contributed largely for the benefit of others. Compare what the Saviour says of the poor widow’s gift in Mark 12:43-44; Luke 21:3-4. 

Verse 3
Of themselves; without being entreated. 

Verse 4
Praying us with much entreaty-ministering to the saints; according to another and a more literal rendering, Asking of us with much entreaty the gift and the fellowship of the ministering to the saints; that is, asking of us the privilege of making the gift, and thus sharing in ministering to the saints. It is the poor saints in Jerusalem that are referred to. Romans 15:26; 1 Corinthians 16:3. 

Verse 5
Not as we hoped; they went beyond our hopes. 

Unto us; to be directed by us, according to the will of God. A disposition to give one’s self to the Lord, and to use what he bestows according to his will, is the fruit of divine grace; it is also a source of great joy, and leads to liberal contributions for the good of others. 

Verse 6
Insomuch; on account of their great liberality. 

As he had begun; to make a collection for the poor saints at Jerusalem. 

Verse 7
In this grace; that of liberally contributing of their substance, to supply the wants of the needy. 

Verse 8
Not by commandment; he did not command as to the amount of their contribution; but from the example of others, and to show their love to God and men, he endeavors to persuade them to be liberal. 

The forwardness of others; the Macedonian Christians. 2 Corinthians 8:1. 

Verse 9
He was rich; in all the glories of the Godhead in heaven. 

He became poor; by leaving the glory he had with the Father before the creation, being born of a virgin in a stable, and cradled in a manger; living in poverty, and dying in agony on the cross, the just for the unjust. 

Ye-might be rich; in the perfect and eternal holiness and bliss of heaven. Information and kind persuasions are more efficacious than authority in leading men to do good. Example has great influence, and the most powerful means of all is the example of Jesus Christ. Would we lead men to do the greatest good, we must direct their minds to him, and by his love strive to induce them to imitate his example. 

Verse 10
Herein; as to their contribution. 

Begun before; begun before the Macedonian churches. As they had made a movement the preceding year before the Macedonian churches began, it was highly desirable that they should have their contribution completed. Compare what he says on this point in chap 2 Corinthians 9:2-4. 

Verse 12
Not according to that he hath not; a man is not required to do beyond his ability, or give what he has not. 

Verse 14
A supply for your want; should you be destitute, and they have means to relieve you. 

That there may be equality; to such an extent that all shall have a supply. 

Verse 15
It is written; Exodus 16:18. See note on this passage. The point urged by the apostle is, that now, as in the distribution of the ancient manna, every one should have his just supply. Those who have, whether they regard their own good or that of others, should cheerfully impart to those who have not. Blessings are not given to men that they should hoard them, or consume them upon their lusts, but that they should use them for the glory of God and the good of men. 

Verse 16
The same earnest care; to complete this collection at Corinth for Christians in Judea. 

Verse 17
The exhortation; to visit Corinth, in verse 2 Corinthians 8:6. 

Verse 19
This grace-administered by us; the gift or contribution which the apostle had obtained, and was to convey to Jerusalem. Churches have a right to choose not only their ministers, but also the persons who shall receive and distribute their contributions: and those who are intrusted with charitable funds should not only be faithful in their application of them, but should show that they are so; and thus avoid the appearance, and as far as practicable, the suspicion of evil, that their influence for good may not be impaired by augmented. 

Verse 20
That no man should blame us; charge us with any improper use of the money. 

In this abundance; in respect to this abundant contribution. 

Verse 21
Not only; being really honest in the sight of God, but also appearing to be so in view of men. 

Verse 22
I have; or, he hath. 

Verse 23
Of Titus; about Titus, who he is, or why he is thus employed. 

Or our brethren; if inquiries were made about them, the answer might be given which Paul suggested. 

The glory of Christ; persons in whom Christ manifests his glory. This he does by his glorious work in their own souls, which makes itself visible in their whole life and spirit, Matthew 5:16; and by his glorious work, through their instrumentality, upon the souls of others. 

Verse 24
The proof of your love; by furnishing them with a liberal contribution. 

Our boasting; our commendation of your liberality. 

09 Chapter 9 

Verse 1
The ministering to the saints; making the collection for the Christians in Judea. 

Verse 2
Achaia; that part of Greece of which Corinth was the capital. 

Was ready; to make a collection. 

Verse 3
Our boasting of you; of their readiness liberally to contribute. 

Verse 4
Unprepared-be ashamed; if it should be found that no collection had been made. Wise and good ministers exceedingly desire that Christians should be prompt and liberal in their benefactions, and will be disposed to make honorable mention of such as are so, that others may be led to imitate their example. 

Verse 5
Go before; before he went himself, accompanied by others of Macedonia. 

Bounty-not as of covetousness; as a freewill-offering, not as if extorted by importunity. 

Verse 6
Shall reap-sparingly-bountifully; men will be rewarded in proportion to what, from love to Christ, they do for his cause. 

Verse 7
Cheerful contributions for Christians who are in want are peculiarly pleasing to God, and the greater the amount in proportion to their means, which any rightly bestow, the greater will be their reward. 

Verse 8
All grace; every good gift. 

Verse 9
As it is written; Psalms 112:9. 

His righteousness; as manifested in his works of love and mercy. 

Remaineth for ever; in the original Hebrew, standeth for ever, that is, endureth firm, being acknowledged and upheld by God. It follows that he himself stands firm for ever in God’s favor. Compare the following clause of the psalm, "His horn shall be exalted with honor." 

Verse 10
He; God. 

Multiply your seed sown; increase your means of doing good. 

The fruits of your righteousness; the blessed results to yourselves and others. 

Verse 11
To all bountifulness; that they might do greater good, and thus lead many to bless God. 

Through us; as the dispensers of your liberality. 

Thanksgiving to God; from those who receive it; and so verse 2 Corinthians 9:12. 

Verse 12
The administration of this service; the distribution of their bounty. 

Is abundant-unto God; will cause many thanks to God. 

Verse 13
By the experiment of this ministration; through the experience they have of your liberality in ministering to their wants. 

For your professed subjection unto the gospel of Christ; literally, for the subjection of your profession towards the gospel of Christ. Their Christian profession was not empty, and in name only; it was accompanied by true obedience. 

Verse 14
By their prayer; which they will offer for your good. 

Which long after you; or, while they long after you, with Christian affection. 

For; on account of. 

The exceeding grace of God in you; as manifested in your deeds of love and mercy. 

Verse 15
Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift; Jesus Christ, and the grace through him which produces in men fruits of righteousness. To liberal contributions Christians are urged not only by a wise regard to their own good, but by gratitude to God for the freeness and greatness of his love in the gift of a Saviour, through whom they receive all the good which they enjoy in this world, and all which they hope for in the world to come. 

10 Chapter 10 

Verse 1
Meekness and gentleness of Christ; which Paul wished them to imitate. 

Base-bold; weak and contemptible, as my enemies say, in my bodily presence; but assuming great boldness in my absence. See verse 2 Corinthians 10:10. Meekness and gentleness were distinguishing characteristics of Jesus Christ, which should be habitually imitated by his disciples. All who learn of him will find rest to the soul, and may be instrumental of imparting this blessing to others. 

Verse 2
Be bold; called to exercise his apostolical authority and enforce painful discipline. 

As if we walked according to the flesh; were governed by a worldly policy, after the manner of selfish men. 

Verse 3
In the flesh; in the body, and subject to human frailty. 

Not war after the flesh; are not governed by worldly or selfish considerations. 

Verse 4
Not carnal; not such as worldly and selfish men use or rely on for success, as external force, wealth, talent, cunning, and fraud. 

Through God; by his power. 

Pulling down of strong-holds; overcoming strong opposition to truth and duty. Those who pretend to be ministers of the meek and lowly Jesus, and yet enforce their authority by guns, swords, and prisons, are deceivers, and show this by using such means as were never used by Christ or his apostles, and such as are suited to make not Christians, but hypocrites and infidels. 

Verse 5
Casting down imaginations-every high thing; all the proud and lofty thoughts of men, which lead them to exalt themselves against the gospel. 

Verse 6
To revenge; punish by virtue of our apostolic authority. 

Your obedience is fulfilled; when you, who are true to Christ and his cause, have had opportunity to approve yourselves by your obedience. 

Verse 7
Look on things after the outward appearance; regard men simply according to their outward condition and relations. 

Verse 8
Our authority; as inspired apostles. 

I should not be ashamed; for the result will show that I have power to do according to my words. 

Verse 9
That I may not seem; supply at the beginning of this verse, And this I say, in respect to my not being ashamed. 

Terrify you by letters; by empty threats in my letters, which I have no power to fulfil. 

Verse 10
Say they; his opposers. 

Verse 12
Men who think highly of themselves, and boast of their talents, excellence, and usefulness-who compare themselves not with the law of God, but with their own defective ideas of the characters of their fellow-men, are living exhibitions of pride, weakness, and folly. 

Verse 13
Without our measure; beyond the measure of our actual labors, as was done by the opponents of Paul, who intruded themselves upon the field of other men’s labors, and took to themselves the credit of what other men had done. 

The measure of the rule; the limits of labor which God had assigned them. 

A measure to reach; a measure appointed by God to reach. 

Verse 14
We stretch not ourselves; boast not ourselves beyond the sphere of our actual labors. 

Verse 15
Enlarged; in respect to our field of labor. 

By you; by your cooperation. 

According to our rule; according to the field assigned us by God, which has lain without the field of other men’s labors. An earnest desire to make known Christ to those who have never heard of him, and a readiness to labor and suffer to induce men to believe on him, are truly apostolic, and make his ministers in the highest and noblest sense successors of apostles. 

Verse 16
To preach; that is, so as to preach, as the result of this enlargement. 

Beyond you; to the heathen farther west, who had never heard the gospel. 

In another man’s line; in another man’s field of labor. 

Of things made ready to our hand; of labors that we find already performed. 

Verse 17
In the Lord; acknowledging him as the Author of all good. 

Verse 18
Not he that commendeth himself; man is not his own judge, but the Lord; and by His decision every one must stand or fall. As men are to stand or fall, not by their own judgment or that of their fellow-men, but the judgment of God, they should be most careful to secure his approbation; and as their qualifications for usefulness and their success come from him, they should give him all the glory. 

11 Chapter 11 

Verse 1
My folly; in relating what he had done and suffered in the cause of Christ; which, in ordinary circumstances, might have been regarded as foolish. 

And indeed bear with me; better, as the margin, "and indeed ye do bear with me." As much as to say, I acknowledge your indulgence heretofore, and ask for more of it on the present occasion. A judicious and modest Christian will not speak of himself and his labors unless the public good evidently requires it; and then he will do it, not to exalt himself, but to magnify the grace of God. 

Verse 2
With godly jealousy; I am exceedingly anxious for your good. 

Espoused you to one husband; he had been the means of uniting them to Christ. 

Verse 3
His subtlety; Genesis 3:1-5. 

Your minds should be corrupted; by false teachers. 

From the simplicity; so as to depart from the simplicity. The simplicity that is in Christ is their simple-hearted devotion to his gospel in its purity. 

Verse 4
Ye might well bear with him; in his vain-glorious assumption of superiority over me and of dominion over your faith. But this is not the case. These boastful teachers have nothing new to offer. 

Verse 6
But though I be rude in speech; as my enemies object to me, chap 2 Corinthians 10:10. 

Thoroughly made manifest; he had given them abundant evidence of his character as an apostle. 

Verse 7
Abasing myself; in laboring for his support, not receiving it from them. Acts 18:3. 

Verse 8
Taking wages of them; receiving supplies from others, while laboring for you. 

Verse 9
From being burdensome; by receiving support from you. Although it is the duty of a people to support their minister, and he is as justly entitled to his living as any workman is to his wages, yet there are cases where a wise and good minister will preach without compensation, and live, if need be, by manual labor or on charity, for the purpose of doing greater good to mankind. 

Verse 10
Of this boasting; that I preach without receiving support from those to whom I preach. 

Verse 11
Because I love you not? and therefore am unwilling to seem to be under obligation to you? 

Verse 12
That I may cut off occasion from them which desire occasion; that his enemies should not be able to say that he was selfish, and preached for hire. 

Wherein they glory; namely, that they preach the gospel free of charges. 

They may be found even as we; have no ground or plausible appearance for pretending to be more benevolent or worthy of regard then we. 

Verse 13
Transforming themselves; attempting to appear like apostles of Christ. 

Verse 14
An angel of light; tries to seem like one. 

Verse 15
Satan has ministers who pretend to preach Christ’s gospel; they make professions of piety and benevolence, enter into other men’s labors, and strive to draw away Christians from ministers who have been instrumental in their conversion, and who preach to them the truth as it is in Jesus. 

Verse 16
Think me a fool; in seeming thus to boast of what I am and what I have done; for present circumstances render this needful. 

If otherwise; if it does appear foolish, let him bear with me in mentioning a few things which the case seems to require. 

Verse 17
Not after the Lord; not in accordance with his usual inspired instructions. 

As it were foolishly; as may appear foolish, and would be, were it not for the peculiarities which now call for it. 

Verse 18
Many glory after the flesh; in their birth, rank, and worldly distinctions. 

Verse 19
Ye suffer fools gladly; your persuasion of your own wisdom makes it easy for you to bear with the conduct of fools. He alludes to their false teachers, who without any good reason boasted of their preeminence. 

Verse 20
For ye suffer; that is, ye endure patiently. He now adduces the proof that they suffer fools gladly. 

Bring you into bondage; by usurping dominion over you. 

Devour you; devour your property. 

Take of you; or, take you; that is, take you by fraud, circumvent you. 

Exalt himself; over you. 

Smite you of the face; treat you with insolence and abuse. The inference is, that if they can suffer all this patiently, they ought to bear with the apostle in his boasting. 

Verse 21
I speak as concerning reproach; or, I speak by way of dishonor, as if admitting the truth of the reproaches cast upon me by my enemies. This, however, he does not admit, as he proceeds to show. 

Any is bold; to state things of which he may boast. 

I am bold also; for in all the grounds of preeminence on which they pride themselves, I go beyond them. 

Verse 25
A night and a day I have been in the deep; floating, it is supposed, on something after one of his shipwrecks. 

Verse 28
Besides those things that are without; or, besides other things, some of which he proceeds to name. 

Verse 29
Is weak; needing assistance. 

And I; do not sympathize with him. 

Offended; tempted, or led into sin. 

I burn not; with grief and indignation. 

Verse 30
Mine infirmities; my sufferings for Christ’s sake, and my need of his help. The above enumeration shows that in the Acts of the Apostles we have but a brief account of Paul’s labors and sufferings for Christ’s sake. 

Verse 31
The labors, sacrifices, and trials of faithful ministers are all known to God; and it is a great consolation when they are able in sincerity to appeal to him for the truth of their declarations, the benevolence of their plans, and the fidelity of their efforts. Though they may here be reproached, vilified, persecuted, and slain, yet He will remember them in the day when he makes up his jewels, and will bring forth their righteousness as the light and their judgment as the noonday. 

12 Chapter 12 

Verse 1
It is not expedient for me doubtless to glory; for him to state further with regard to his labors and sufferings. 

Revelations; which the Lord made to him of the glories of heaven. 

Verse 2
A man in Christ; a Christian, meaning himself. 

The third heaven; the place where God peculiarly manifests his presence. 

Verse 4
Paradise; the place of celestial blessedness. From the Scriptures, under the teaching of the Holy Spirit, we may learn as much about heaven as it is best we should know while on earth. We should therefore be contented with, and grateful for our present means of information, and so use them as to become wise to salvation, and thus be prepared to grow in the knowledge, holiness, and bliss of heaven for ever. Deuteronomy 29:29; 1 Corinthians 2:9. 

Verse 5
Of such a one-of myself; he purposely speaks of Paul caught up to the third heavens as one person; and himself-Paul dwelling in the flesh, and subject to all its infirmities-as another. Of the former he will glory in respect to the high favors conferred upon him; but of the letter-Paul as known among men-he will glory only in respect to his infirmities. 

Verse 6
To glory; in stating still further the honor God had bestowed upon him. 

I forbear; to mention any thing more about visions and revelations. 

Above that which he seeth me to be, or that he heareth of me; he chooses to be judged and estimated not according to the glorious revelations vouchsafed to him, which were invisible to men, but according to what in his life and labors was open to the view of all. 

Verse 7
A thorn in the flesh; this seems to have been some bodily infirmity of a painful and humbling character. 

The messenger of Satan; this is best understood of the thorn in the flesh, which is called the messenger of Satan, because he made use of it to buffet the apostle. The buffeting we may well suppose came in the way of temptation to impatience, despondency, and the like unholy feelings. 

Verse 8
The Lord; The Lord Jesus. 

That it might depart; that the trial might be removed. 

Verse 9
My grace is sufficient; to enable you with patience to bear it, support and comfort you under it, and make you more happy and useful than you would be without it. 

Glory in my infirmities; because they fit me better for the service of Christ, and make it more manifest that it is his power which sustains me, and gives success to my labors. 

Verse 10
Take pleasure in infirmities; on account of the good which they occasion. 

Weak; in myself. 

Strong; in Christ. Pride is so natural and strong even in Christians, and the bestowment on them of special mercies is so apt to increase it, that God sees it needful to visit them with special trials; and if, in answer to their prayers and the use of proper means, he does not remove those trials, they have abundant reason to acquiesce and even to rejoice in their continuance, as the best means of promoting the glory of God and the good of his kingdom. 

Verse 11
Ye have compelled me; your conduct has made it needful. 

I be nothing; in and of myself; all my sufficiency is of God. 

Verse 12
Signs of an apostle; such works as proved me to be one. 

Verse 13
Were inferior to other churches; in the quality of the ministry enjoyed by you. 

Was not burdensome; did not receive my support from you. 

Forgive me this wrong; said in irony. 

Verse 14
The third time I am ready to come to you; there is but one recorded visit of the apostle to Corinth before the date of this epistle; but he had purposed to visit them twice before, and now he purposed it the third time. 

Not yours, but you; not your money, but your salvation. 

Verse 16
Be it so; his enemies said, if he did not openly receive support from them, he did covertly, for he sent men among them to take up contributions professedly for the poor, and then used the money himself. 

With guile; they said he obtained money by false pretences. This slander he refutes, verses 2 Corinthians 12:17-18, by appealing to what they knew. 

Verse 19
That we excuse ourselves unto you; as if you were set to be our judges, and we needed to clear our character before you. 

We speak before God in Christ; in all sincerity, having no concealed purpose to accomplish. 

For your edifying; what the apostle had said by way of self-vindication had reference simply to their spiritual good, that they might be led to trust in him as a true apostle of Christ, and obey his directions by repenting of their sins and putting them away, of which there was much need, as he shows in the next verse. 

Verse 20
Such as ye would not; lest he should be obliged to rebuke them for their sins, and administer severe discipline in order to bring them to repentance and reformation, and to save the church from the corrupting influence of their example. 

Verse 21
Among the numerous trials which affectionate and successful ministers of Christ are called to encounter, the disappointment of their hopes with regard to many who for a time promised well, is by no means the least. Often they are called to deep anguish under the apprehension that some of their professed converts may, after all, be impenitent and sink into the horrors of the second death. 

13 Chapter 13 

Verse 1
The third time; see chap 2 Corinthians 12:14. 

Two or three witnesses; the probable meaning of the apostle is, that he will administer prompt discipline according to the well-known Jewish rule. Deuteronomy 17:6; Deuteronomy 19:15. 

Verse 2
As if I were present, the second time; see note to 2 Corinthians 12:14. 

I will not spare; if I find you unreclaimed, I will exercise my apostolical authority and miraculous power in discipline. When professors of religion fall into sin, dishonor their profession, and injure the cause of Christ, his ministers will earnestly desire and faithfully endeavor by remonstrance, persuasion, and kind entreaty to reclaim them. If this is ineffectual, the discipline which Christ has appointed must be applied, and such offenders be excluded from the communion of the church. Matthew 18:15-18; 1 Corinthians 5:4-5. 

Verse 3
Christ speaking in me; that I am commissioned of him and act according to his will. 

Mighty in you; as shown by the effects which, through my agency, he has produced. 

Verse 4
Through weakness; as a man in apparent weakness; abstaining from exercising his power for deliverance. 

Are weak in him; have fellowship with him in the weakness which he manifested when among men, and have abstained from exercising apostolical and miraculous power upon our opposers. 

Shall live with him; when we come among you again. 

By the power of God; manifested in the judgments which through us he will inflict on obstinate opposers. 

Verse 5
Whether ye be in the faith; whether you have heartily believed on Jesus Christ. 

Is in you; by his Spirit, authority, and likeness. 

Except ye be reprobates; except your faith is dead, your hopes vain, and your religion worthless. 

Verse 6
Not reprobates; not deceivers, nor deceived, but what we profess to be, Christians and inspired apostles, armed by our Master with divine power. 

Verse 7
Ye do no evil; but do what is right, and especially in the matter about which I have written. 

Not that we should appear approved; by showing our apostolical authority in inflicting judgments. 

That which is honest; that you should reform, and not need punishment. 

Though we be as reprobates; though we should not show our apostolical authority, and should thus give our enemies occasion still to say, that we either could not or dared not inflict the punishment we spoke of as proving the truth of our apostleship. 

Verse 8
We can do nothing; against truth and duty, however it may affect ourselves. 

Verse 9
We are glad; are willing, and even rejoice to appear weak, or to continue to be called so, if it is occasioned by your well-doing. 

Your perfection; complete reformation and restoration to the faith and practice of the gospel. When Christians do right, and the cause of Christ prospers, his ministers rejoice, whether they have been instrumental in it or not, and however it may affect them; for they love Christ and his cause more than themselves or any earthly good. 

Verse 10
Not to destruction; not for the purpose of destroying you, but of delivering you from sin, and thus promoting your salvation. 

Verse 11
Farewell; an expression of earnest desire for their good. 

Be perfect; in the belief and practice of the truth. 

Be of good comfort; in the consolation which it will then afford you. 

Of one mind; united in feeling and conduct. 

Live in peace; without divisions, strife, or contentions. 

The God of love and peace; the author of these graces, who requires and loves them in his people. Union and peace among Christians in believing and obeying the truth, are peculiarly pleasing to God, and prepare the way for him to dwell with them, and impart to them the riches of his grace. 

Verse 13
All the saints; who were with Paul. 

Verse 14
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ; the favor which he bestows upon his affectionate and obedient people. 

The love of God; manifested in the gift of his Son, and shed abroad in the hearts of his people. 

The communion of the Holy Ghost; his gracious presence, divine communications, graces, and consolations be and abide with you all. 

Amen; so let it be; and so, if you obey him through grace it will be for ever and ever. The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, comprehend all the blessings which the most benevolent heart can desire. They will therefore, by all the truly wise, be most earnestly sought, for themselves and their fellow-men; and to all who believe on Christ and walk in his ways, they will for his sake be given, to the glory of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, the one only living and true God, for ever. Amen. 

